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A Reflective Space for
Discipleship

Zoom connection details
020 3481 5240 or 020 808 06591 or by Internet
Meeting ID: 947 3661 3745 password: 223032

Last month we celebrated being given the power of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost and so this month we will think for a while about what we are
asked to do with that power - the challenge of discipleship, the
problems that we might face in an uninterested, uncaring or even
hostile world – and the choices we may consciously or subconsciously
make as to whom we serve through our discipleship.

Opening Responses and a Prayer for Silence

Jesus says, “I am the Way for you.”
And so we come to follow Christ.
Jesus says, “I am the Truth for you.”
And so we come to hear God's word.
Jesus says, “I am the Life for you.”
And so we come,
leaving behind all else
to which we cling.
Lord, teach us
to silence our own hearts and minds
that we may listen
for the movement of your Holy Spirit
and feel your presence
in the depths of our being.
Amen

Lord let me not be the one to choose
which of my gifts you’d have me use;

but let me always wait and pray
for you to guide me on my way;
so those I meet will always see
more of You and less of me.

Audrey Steer
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Luke 10: 25-37 - The Good Samaritan

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’
‘What is written in the Law?’ he replied. ‘How do you read it?’
He answered,
‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love your
neighbour as yourself.”’

‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.’
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,
‘And who is my neighbour?’

In reply Jesus said:
‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and
went away, leaving him half-dead.
A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he
saw the man, he passed by on the other side.
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by
on the other side.
But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man
on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.
The next day he took out two denarii
and gave them to the innkeeper.
“Look after him,” he said, “and when I
return, I will reimburse you for any
extra expense you may have.”
‘Which of these three do you think was a
neighbour to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?’

The expert in the law replied,
‘The one who had mercy on him.’

Jesus told him,
‘Go and do likewise.’

Good Samaritan - Han Wezelaar, 1901-1984



23 June 2021 © Wild Goose Publications (except where otherwise stated) 3

Prayer

Grant to your people, good Lord,
the spirit of unity,
that we may dwell together in your love,
and so bear to the world
the ointment of your healing
and the dew of your blessing
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

But I say unto you,
love your enemies and
pray for those who hurt you.
Give to those who ask
don’t turn away.
And be like your Father in heaven above,
Who causes the sun to shine on evil and good
And sends down his rain to quench all our thirst.
In him we live and move and have our being.

If you forgive each other,
so will God forgive you.
Do not judge lest
you be judged yourselves,
And be like your Father ….....

When you see the hungry,
feed them from your table.
For the poor and weary,
be their watering place.
And be like your Father ….....

Beverlee Paine, © 1979, Celebration , CCL Licence number: 37357

A commentary based
on Tom Wright: Luke
for Everyone.



Aime Nicholas Morot
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Words of Regret

My Lord God,
I confess
that I am the priest and the Levite.
Not only did I walk past,
I walked away.
I was too busy,
too frightened,
my heart was too cold.
In my own abundance,
I was too poor in spirit
to bear the cost.
In my own comfort,
I was too complacent
to suffer any inconvenience.
It was the Samaritan,
a man despised
and without pride of position or parentage,
who was faithful and loving
and who gave of himself sacrificially.
Father God, in your mercy,
say that it is not too late for me.
Another may have borne the burden,
but I can go to the inn
and sit with the traveller
while he heals.
I can bathe his wounds
and feed him
and lighten his spirit
until the Good One returns.
Grant me the grace
to do that little service with a grateful heart.
Please stand with me
so that I will not walk away
and shun the greater service
the next time.
Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of God,
have mercy on me.
Amen.
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Love is the touch of intangible joy;
love is the force that no fear can destroy;
love is the goodness we gladly applaud:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Love is the lilt in a lingering voice;
love is the hope that can make us rejoice;
love is the cure for the frightened and flawed:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Love is the light in the tunnel of pain;
love is the will to be whole once again;
love is the trust of a friend on the road;
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Love is the Maker, and Spirit, and Son;
love is the kingdom their will has begun;
love is the pathway the saints all have trod:
God is where love is, for love is of God
Words by Alison M. Robertson b. 1940. © Iona Community.

UNKNOWN MASTER, Netherlandish
The Good Samaritan, 1537
Oil on panel 73 x 85 cm
Rĳksmuseum, Amsterdam
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Prayer
God of love, give us a deep love for you,
so that we can see the world as you see it,
full of the unique individuals that you have created;
so that we can feel the compassion you feel,
and be a people whose lives mediate your love to others.
Open our eyes that we might see what the Good Samaritan saw.
Grant us the insight to see the need in others,
regardless of how similar or different they are to us,
for all are made in your image.
Grant us the wisdom to know what to do, and the will to do it.
And so we pray for all those, who in many and various ways,
have been stripped, beaten and left for dead.
We pray for children who must grow up
in the most damaging of circumstances,
especially for those starved of love, or food, or shelter, or security.
May they receive the unique future that you have planned for them.
We pray for those who we might cross the road to avoid:
those who have been excluded socially because of their race,
their financial status, or their history and behaviour.
May the dignity and uniqueness that is theirs be restored to them.
We pray for those whose need we would rather not face up to,
because it requires action of us:
those who suffer poverty of body or spirit
because of unjust inequalities:
those who suffer atrocities
because of war or oppressive governments.
May the world receive a true picture of their suffering
and the factors that cause it, so that justice may be done.
We pray for those in our own community who are in need of love,
for those who are ill or caring for those with illness,
for those who are sad or lonely,
for those who are depressed and feel that they have failed in any way.
And we pray for our wider community,
and for any neighbours living in atmospheres of hostility and hatred.
Open our eyes, that we might not cross the road from human need.
Give us a deep love for you,
that we might see your love at work
in each unique person in this world,
and that we might indeed follow your command to
“Go and Do Likewise”.
Amen
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Closing Prayer and Blessing

Incarnate God:
empower us to be the good neighbour.
Let us be the voice of the silenced.
Let us be the passion of the subdued.
Let us be the shoulder for the struggling.
Let us be the light for the lost.
Let us be your challenge for change,
true to your call to be sent out on life's journey,
to strive for justice to flow like a river
and for hope to spill over like a waterfall
in word and sign and symbol and song
in our lives.
Amen

May there always be work for our hands to do,
may our purse always hold a spare coin or two.
May the sun always shine on our windowpane,
may a rainbow be certain to follow each rain.
May the hand of a friend always be offered near,
and may God fill our hearts with a gladness to share.

Now it is evening: lights of the houses
bid us remember Christ is our light.
Many are lonely, who will be neighbour?
Where there is caring, Christ is our light.
Now it is evening: little ones sleeping
bid us remember Christ is our peace.
Some are neglected, who will be neighbour?
Where there is caring, Christ is our peace.
Now it is evening: food on the table
bids us remember Christ is our life.
Many are hungry, who will be neighbour?
Where there is sharing, Christ is our life.
Now it is evening: here in our meeting
may we remember Christ is our friend.
Some may be strangers, who will be neighbour?
Where there's a welcome, Christ is our friend.
Fred Pratt Green © 1974 Stainer & Bell Ltd: CCL Licence number: 37357


