A Reflective Space
for Advent
Please wear a face covering
except for when you are
presenting a prayer or reading.
Thank you.
Advent in the ancient Celtic Church of Britain and Ireland
This evening’s service follows some of the traditions of the Celtic
Church in which Advent begins on 15th November for a 40 day period
of preparation - a “lesser Lent”.
Advent means “coming” and in the Celtic tradition Advent involves
thinking about three “comings of Christ • the incarnation of Christ on Christmas Day;
• the coming of Christ into our own selves, not a single event but a
continual activity every day of our lives;
• the return of Christ at the end of all things as we know it.
This evening we will focus on the second and third of these “comings”.

Prayer of Preparation
O God, you know us better
than we know ourselves:
you know our being and our doing.
In this time of Advent preparation,
help us to make ourselves ready ready for your coming in your incarnation at Christmas,
ready for your coming into our lives each day,
and ready for your coming again at the end of all things.
Help us to prepare for your comings
by cleaning and clearing out our lives,
and by deepening and strengthening our relationships:
with you, with others, and with ourselves.
Take our hands,
and lead us on an Advent journey
from darkness to light.
Amen
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Within our darkest night
You kindle the fire that never dies away
That never dies away.
Within our darkest night
You kindle the fire that never dies away
That never dies away.
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Mark 13:1-8, 32-37 Signs of the end of the age
As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, look at these beautiful stones and wonderful buildings!”
Jesus replied,
“Do you see these huge buildings? They will certainly be torn down!
Not one stone will be left in place.”
Later, as Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives across from the
temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to him in private.
They asked,
“When will these things happen? What will be the sign that they are
about to take place?”
Jesus answered:
“Watch out and don’t let anyone fool you! Many will come and claim
to be me. They will use my name and fool many people.
When you hear about wars and threats of wars, don’t be afraid.
These things will have to happen first, but that isn’t the end.
Nations and kingdoms will go to war against each other. There will be
earthquakes in many places, and people will starve to death.
But this is just the beginning of troubles.”
[…]
And later Jesus said:
“No one knows the day or the time. The angels in heaven don’t
know, and the Son himself doesn’t know. Only the Father knows.
So watch out and be ready!
You don’t know when the time will come. It is like what happens
when a man goes away for a while and places his servants in charge
of everything. He tells each of them what to do, and he orders the
guard to keep alert.
So be alert! You don’t know when the master of the house will come
back. It could be in the evening or at midnight or before dawn or in
the morning. But if he comes suddenly, don’t let him find you asleep.
I tell everyone just what I have told you. Be alert!”
Contemporary English Version

Waiting
Sometimes there are moments
when the world seems to stand still.
Moments which last for ever,
endlessly repeating, like a stuck record.
The moment when the countdown ends,
before the mushroom blast
catapults us into a new and terrifying world.
The moment when the shot is fired,
before the President and the preacher fall
and everything has changed.
The moment when we see the plane
and know that it will hit
and start the spiral into dark uncertainty.
The moment when the wildfire leaps over the hill,
before the whole town bursts into flames
and life will never be the same.
The moment when the doctor says
that they can do no more
and we face another's death.
Will it be like that when You return?
A moment of heart-stopping fear before the Judgement
when You stand again upon the Mount of Olives?
Or will it be the mingled joy and fear when,
after the bloody battle of birth,
we wait, hushed,
for the newborn baby's cry?
Based on a reflection by Alix Brown: Candles and Conifers, 2005.

The Last Judgement: Fra Angelico, 1450
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James 5:7-8 Be patient
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient
with it until it receives the early and the late rains.
You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Ever-living God,
God who is not restrained by time,
grant me greater patience
that I may wait on you –
both in contemplation and stillness,
but also to wait for your coming at the end of time.
Like the farmer waits patiently for the crop,
may I wait patiently for you.
Amen
Wait for the Lord,
Whose day is near:
Wait for the Lord,
Keep watch, take heart.
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Second
coming of
Christ:
mosaic
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Revelation 3:14-22 To the Church in Laodicea
This is what you must write to the angel of the church in Laodicea:
I am the one called Amen! I am the faithful and true witness and the
source of God’s creation. Listen to what I say.
I know everything you have done, and you are not cold or hot. I
wish you were either one or the other. But since you are lukewarm
and neither cold nor hot, I will spit you out of my mouth. You claim
to be rich and successful and to have everything you need. But you
don’t know how bad off you are. You are pitiful, poor, blind, and
naked.
Buy your gold from me. It has been refined in a fire, and it will make
you rich. Buy white clothes from me. Wear them and you can cover
up your shameful nakedness. Buy medicine for your eyes, so that
you will be able to see.
I correct and punish everyone I love. So make up your minds to turn
away from your sins.
Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. If you hear my
voice and open the door, I will come in and we will eat together.
Everyone who wins the victory will sit with me on my throne, just as
I won the victory and sat with my Father on his throne.
If you have ears, listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.
Contemporary English Version

Just when….
Just when we expect you to arrive
with anger steaming out of your ears,
you come to sit next to us,
listening to our deepest brokenness.
Just when we figure you will show up
to toss us in the nearest fire,
you come to sweep up the ashes
of every broken hope,
refining them into the chalice of wonder.
Just when we are certain
you are hiding there in the shadows,
ready to leap out and scare us into repentance,
you come to swaddle us
in garlands of grace,
twinkling off and on in pure joy.
Thom M Shuman – Winter, 2016
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Meditation from A New Day Dawning: Nick Fawcett
The time is coming, they tell me: the day of the Lord's return,
when we shall stand before him
and he will separate the sheep from the goats,
the wicked from the righteous.
So forget about the present, think instead of the future,
for that's what matters - our final destiny, the life to come, nothing else.
Well, I'm sorry, but have I missed something?
For that's not the way I heard it,
not what I thought Jesus was saying at all.
Keep alert, he warned, certainly,
for the day will dawn as God has promised but when that will be we've no idea;
today, tomorrow or far beyond- who can say?
It's not the 'when' of his coming that should concern us,
but the fact that he will,
and the difference that makes not to the future but to the here and now,
to the way we live every moment of every day.
We've a job to be doing,
a broken world out there needing to hear his word and know his love,
and that's what will concern him when he comes,
not whether we've been looking forward eagerly to his kingdom
but whether we're doing something to make it happen,
to help build heaven on earth.
So what will he find in you?
A life dedicated to his service,
continuing his ministry where he left off,
or an obsession about the future
so strong that you've forgotten about the present?
A life lived for others,
committed to bringing light where there is darkness,
and joy where there is sorrow,
or a preoccupation with yourself, with securing your own salvation?
Don't think I doubt his promise.
The time is coming, just as they say,
a day when we will be called to account,
made to answer for the way we've lived our lives.
But if I were you I wouldn't dwell on that too long;
I'd get down to the business of discipleship,
to walking the way of the cross,
or otherwise you may find,
when the moment comes and judgement is pronounced,
that the verdict is very different from the one you had in mind.
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Prayers of Intercession
King of kings, we seek you in the leadership of our world:
in the places where power is not used with justice,
that your way will challenge those who are responsible for others;
in the people denied their human rights,
that they will make known your call for justice;
and in the times of weakness,
that we may rely on your strength and power.
For those waiting for a God of power, we pray.
Light of life, we seek you in the shadows of our world:
in the places where violence and hatred thrive,
that your gift of peace will bring transformation;
in the people struggling with the darkness of depression and suffering,
that your healing will re-create wholeness;
and in the times of sadness and death,
that your Spirit of comfort will be present.
For those waiting for a God of light, we pray.
Saviour of the poor, we seek you in the needs of our world:
in the places where there is hunger and thirst,
that we might share our food and drink;
in the people who have lost hope,
that we will bear witness to your compassion;
and in the times of destruction and devastation,
that we will strive to plant and build your kingdom.
For those waiting for a God of salvation, we pray.
Word of truth, we seek you in the disbelief of our world:
in the places of deceit and mistrust,
that your honesty will always be our guide;
in the people caught up in lies and suspicion,
that your truth will set them free;
and in the times of confusion, worry and questioning,
that we will put our trust in your wisdom.
For those waiting for a God of truth, we pray.
Flesh of our flesh, we seek you in the humanity of our world:
in the places where dignity and worth are ignored,
that the weak and vulnerable may reveal your power;
in the people we find difficult to get on with,
that our eyes will be open to recognise your presence;
and in the times of disbelief in ourselves,
that we may be given confidence
by knowing we are made in your image and likeness.
For those waiting for a God of life, we pray.
Amen
Based on Peter Siney, Winter, 2016
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Gracious God,
you do not want us to see your kingdom
as a time and a place confined to the distant future.
You want us to recognise that it is already present
and, understanding that,
to commit ourselves to helping it grow here on earth.
Inspire us through all those
who have caught a vision of what life can be,
and who have had the faith and dedication
to translate that vision into reality.
Help us to learn from them
and to understand that you are at work in this world now,
striving to fulfil your purpose within all its joy and sorrow,
beauty and ugliness, good and evil, triumph and tragedy.
Teach us to offer our service, as best we may,
working with your people everywhere
to see your will done
and your kingdom come in all its glory.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
We are looking for God in our world:
May we see what God wants us to see.
We are looking for God in our lives:
May we be who God wants us to be.
And may God our Shepherd, Protector, Awakener and Holy Spirit,
bless us through these Advent days. Amen
Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience,
the scorned to smile, the despised to find a friend:
Jesus is Lord; he has championed the unwanted;
in him injustice confronts its timely end.
Heaven shall not wait for the rich to share their fortunes,
the proud to fall, the elite to tend the least:
Jesus is Lord; he has shown the masters' privilege
to kneel and wash servants' feet before they feast.
Heaven shall not wait for the dawn of great ideas,
thoughts of compassion divorced from cries of pain:
Jesus is Lord; he has married word and action;
his cross and company make his purpose plain.
Heaven shall not wait for triumphant Hallelujahs,
when earth has passed and we reach another shore:
Jesus is Lord; in our present imperfection;
his power and love are for now and then for evermore.
John L Bell, Graham Maule © 1989 WGRG, Iona Community.
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